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were burnt more than once; taxation for a useless war, which
the nation would not give up and could not win, drained the
resources of places already holding their own with difficulty,
while every now and again some town fell a victim to the ruthless
savagery of the faction war. Though the richer towns bought
immunity from White or Red Rose as occasion demanded, the
poorer ones were not always as successful; Peterborough,
Cambridge, and Boston were burnt. As a result we find that
from 1433 onwards constant remission of taxation has to be
granted to impoverished towns. Lincoln m particular is
exempted again and again. War, fire, and pestilence were,
however, not the only causes of municipal decay. We have seen
how the policy of the gilds helped to drive industry from the
town to the country. Their exclusiveness, combined with the
preference of the increasing number of capitalists for unorganized
labour, resulted in a migration from town to suburbs that in the
end often ruined the town.

The increase of the villages in what we may call industrial
areas, such as Norfolk and Somerset, is shown by the rise of
a large number of religious gilds, often as many as 5 or 6 in one
village, and in Norfolk over 900 all told. Their purpose wo
have already seen ; their presence indicates a transformation in
village life and the growth of a middle class there*.

Labour Questions* The combined effect of the agricultural
and industrial changes of the fifteenth century was the con-
centration of wealth in fewer hands, the increase in numbers of
the pure wage-earner, and the consequent beginnings of that
labour problem which has vexed England for over four centuries
with ever-increasing intensity. The scarcity of labour caused
by the Black Death, while it for a time improved the position
of the labourer, practically forced the landowner into an economy
of production which was bost secured by the formation of large
estates occupied in that branch of farming which required
fewest workers, vix wool growing. At the same moment an
enterprising monarch embarked (m a policy which changed
England from a country producing only raw material to one of